Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



r 




.^ 



FROM 

ELIZABETH WILLIAMS 

TO 

ANNE MOWBRAY; 

OR, 

JUSTICE TO OURSELVES AND OTHERS, 

THE COK8EQUENCE OF 

TRUE PIETY. 



" DO JUSTLY, LOVS MERCYf AND WALK HUMBLY 
WITH THY GOD." 



PRINTED FOR F. HOULSTON AND SON. 
And Kdd at thdr Warehouse, 65, Paternoster-Pow, London. 



18^9. 

fXNTERED AT »TA.T10H"E.'«.*^ "BK^A-^ 



% 




ADDRESS. 



My dear young Friends, 

I HAVE written the following pages for 
your instruction and entertainment; and 
i trust that while I have been writing 
them, I have remembered that, like you, I 
too have been young, and, consequently, 
ignorant of many of the simple truths 
which this little volume contains : and al* 
though I cannot say that I now am oldy 
jret I am old enough to form a pretty cor- 
rect judgment of the just value of tempo- 
ral things, compared with those which are 
eternal. I am also fully persuaded, in my 
own mind, of the great importance of l\a& 
latter compared with the ioxT£v<^ . 
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Your Bibles tell you, that there is a 
rest prepared for the people of God, 
and that this rest is promised to those 
who seek it by a patient continuance in 
well-doing. That you may be of this 
happy number, has been my inducement 
to write the following pages, in the hope 
that, by making you better acquainted 
with a few circumstances connected with 
Sacred History, you may study your 
Bibles with still greater advantage. 
- it has been xny most anxious wish, to 
write in such a manner as to make you com- 
prehend that Christianity is not a mere 
profession; it must be ever present to your 
minds, and influence every action of your 
lives. If you take upon you the name of 
Christians, you must endeavour to under- 
stand what Christianity requires. To do 
this effectually, you must read carefully, 
and try to discover the different duties 
which you are expected to perform. 
Thinking in this manner, and reading for 



tJfaiia purpose, will assist you in fixing im- 
portant truths upon your minds ; and, in 
time, those truths, will influence you to 
ra right and steady conduct. But, above 
all, let me intreat yQu to give conscience 
fair play : never be tempted to do any- 
thing which conscience tells you is impro- 
per, or unbecoming your station in life ; 
.if inclination is in favour of it, consider 
w^ll, and suppose you are going to advise 
some dear friend in whose conduct you 
were deeply interested, and it is quite 
clear that what you would wish a de£ur 
iriend to do in Uke circumstances must be 
fight for you ; and determine to act ac- 
cordingly. The good conduct which is 
merely the result of accident, can be of 
little value either to yourselves or others ; 
and will be apt to fail you when the hour 
of temptation comes. On the contrary, the 
good conduct which arises from piety and 
love to God, strengthened by the Savi- 
our^s precept — Do as you woiUd be done 
A 3 
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unto, will be productive of the happiest 
consequences to yourselves, your families, 
and all with whom you may be connected. 

With good consciences towards your 
God, and cheerful minds, you may look 
around you in this beautiful world, which 
is to be your home for a short time, and 
have a perpetual feast : each day will dis- 
play before your admiring eyes new won- 
ders; and new pleasured will be your re- 
ward, if you study to make yourselves ac- 
quainted with the works of your almighty 
and heavenly Father. Frequent meditations 
on His power and goodness will lessen your 
bodily labour, and sweeten your hours of 
less active employment ; your burdens 
will be lightened, for you will ever have 
in remembrance that your particular situ- 
ation in life, and all your power to per- 
form, your appointed duties, are His or- 
dering, and your heart and understanding 
will tell you that all is good. 

These are blessed feelings ; and if such 
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are the reward of our present imperfect 
endeavours to do the will of our heavenly 
Father, according to the example of the 
blessed Jesus ; how inconceivably great 
must be the riches of His grace, who hath 
declared, that, Eye hath not seen^ nor 
ear heardy neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive^ the happiness 
which is prepared for those who love God 
and keep his commandments. That you, 
my young fellow Christians, through the 
mercy of God, may be found among the 
happy number of His good and faithful 
servants, and enter into the joy of your 
Lord, is the sincere prayer of, 

Yours, &c. 

M R 
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The Grove, April, 1827- 

Mt dear Anne^ 

You will see by the date of this letter^ that I 
have got to the end of toj journey^ and you 
yriBCL be glad to hear, that it was a safe and 
pleasant one. You will, I dare say, recollect 
expressing your surprise at my feeling so 
anxious, as the time for my leaving home 
drew near. You said, I remember, if you had 
my happy prospects, you should not think of 
looking so serious as I did. But, my dear 
Anne, you will, I believe, think differently, 
if you live to be my age, and should then 
have to leave a happy home, and all your 
dear and kind fidends, to go among stran- 
gers, and to such a distant part of the coun- 
try. But I promised to tell you all that I 
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have thought, as well as all that I have seen^ 
on this long joumey> and a great deal I find 
I have to say on both these subjects. I think 
I must 'begin from the moment when I shook 
your hand^ and my dear father s> and receiv- 
ed your good wishes^ and my father*s bles- 
sing ; and then the coach-door was shut^ and 
I was left all alone : which was very well for 
me, for I confess to you that I cried bitterly. 
I felt so dejected, that I began to fancy that 
I had done wrong in iaccepting the situation 
my kind friend, Mrs. Smith, had procured for 
me; and thought, in my sorrow at leaving 
my old friends, that I had nothing to recom- 
mend me to my new ones, except the good 
diaracter given me by Mrs. Smith. I then 
began to think of all my obligations to her, 
of all she had taught me ; for she had not 
osily taught me to do a great many things 
well and creditably, but she had taught me 
to think so very differently about many 
things. She had also been such a sincere 
friend in always telling me, not only when I 
had tUme wrong, but when I had looked 
wrong, if I may say so. And that is one 
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reason^ my dear Aiine^ why I am so sorry to 
leave you; bedauae you know I told you^ 
before we becaine 'such firiends as we are 
Bow^ that if you could bear to hear me tell 
you whenever I thought you wrongs and 
still believe that I was your friend^ who 
loved you top weU to let you get into bad 
habits of any kind^ when I could assist you in 
checking them at the beginning, I would not 
only suffer yoii to. be with me > sometimes;, 
when. I had nothing. better to do, as you 
were pleased to. say, but would contrive to 
have you with jne some part of every day, 
that I might help you, as Mrs, Smith had 
helped me. I fear I shall make but a bad 
letter«writer, for. I find that, instead of 
telling you all about my journey as I pro- 
mised, and what I thought > of all the new 
things I have., seen, I am only repeating 
things which are! as well known to you as to 
me. I dare say, I should have gone oh writ- 
ing, in this way, if I hsA hot been sent for, 
to read an houc^to^ne of the ladies. Now I 
hav^ a little spare time, I mVLtt-^ XjaX/^'^^spa. 
aU. about my journey. 1 N5r«A c^v\fc ^^^^ 
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till about eleven o'clock^ when we stopped 
to change horses at a small but neat inn. 
The landlady came to the door; there was a 
lady leaning upon her arm^ who looked very 
thin and pale^ and so feeble^ that it was 
with difficulty she could get into the 
coach. There was something so pleasing, 
yet so melancholy in her appearance, that 1 
felt quite glad that she was not going to 
travel alone as I had done. She looked as if 
she wanted some one to speak words of 
comfort to her. I longed to say something 
kind, but I did not know how to begin, for 
she was superior to me, both in dress and ap- 
pearance. As she did not appear to be very 
comfortably settled, I enquired if I could as- 
sist her. She replied, very gently, she should 
soon become accustomed to the motion of the 
coach, and then she should be better. Af- 
ter this, we had a great deal of pleasant con- 
versation: and I found she was the daughter 
of a minister in the town we had just quit- 
ted / that she had married, about two years 
&go> A gentleman, who resided near Leeds. 
She was now returning home, after having 
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attended her mother in an illness^ which 
had proved fatal about a fortnight before. 
She seemed to be deeply affected at leaving 
her father in his now solitary home ; but he 
was, she said, much attached to his congre- 
gation, and to them he wished to devote the 
few years of usefulness which might yet be 
his : he had many kind and valuable friends 
among them, who had grown old with 
him, and many among the young, who 
were like sons and daughters to him : and 
she concluded by saying, ** I know I do not 
leave him friendless, but I should have 
been happier, could I have had him near 
me. 

I was not a little rejoiced to find that this 
lady would travel with me till I should stop 
for the night ; and, to my great joy, she told 
me she knew the landlady of the inn where 
I was to stay all night She had been a ser- 
vant in the family, and she would request her 
to attend to me, which she did, and I was 
very comfortable. I set off the next morning, 
in better spirits than I had been in the day 
before : my travelling companioias were very 
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pleasant. I learned from them the names 
of this principal towns through which we 
passed; but we stayed such a short time 
at each place^ even when we had to take 
breakfast or dinner^ that I had no opportu- 
Tiity of seeing any thing, and I have now 
only a very confused notion of them. I 
arrived at the end of my journey about six 
o'clock in the evening; the housekeeper, who 
appears a very nice woman, told me she had 
orders to get me tea, after which the ladies 
would see me. They welcomed me most 
kindly to my new home, which they trusted 
would prove a comfortable one to me; and 
after talking to me a little about my jour- 
ney, they wi^ed me good nighty as they 
supposed^ after thci fatigue of travelling two 
days, I should be glad to go early to rest. I 
did not, dear Aiine, sleep much; my thoughts 
were too busy] to let me sleep. I must, 
however, leave what I have to tell you of this 
family till some fiiture opportunity, as I find 
that, by sending off my letter to-day, you 
will get it on Saturday ; and I please myself 
vrith thinking, €b$t about eight o'clock you 
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will be taking it to our house. I think I 
see you open the door^ and going> with a 
light quick step^ into the little parlour^ 
where you will find my dear father and 
mother^ seated at the table with the Bible 
before them^ just beginning their evening 
preparation for the Sabbath ; you will read 
them my letter; and then, I think, you 
will kneel down with them, and join your 
prayer of thanksgiving, with theirs, to Him 
who has brought me in safety to the end of 
my long journey ; and of supplication for a 
continuance of His blessing upon my hum- 
ble, but earnest, endeavours to become 
more and more worthy of being called a 
disciple of his beloved Son. Let us always 
remember, my dear Anne, that, the effec^ 
tual fervent prayer of the righteous man 
availeth much, I know that my dear fa- 
ther will always unite your name with 
mine, whenever he addresses the Father of 
our spirits. — ^Let it be our care, that it is 
not in vain. 

Give my affectionate love and duty to 
my parents, and my kind remembrances to 
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all friends who enquire after me^ and be 
assured of the continued affection of your 
sincere friend^ 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, May, 1827. 

Many thanks^ my dear Aime^ for your 
wdicome letter^ and also for your kind at- 
tentions to my dear parents^ who have both 
mentioned you in a manner which has gra- 
iified me much. My mother's words are^ — 
*^ I cannot express myself in stronger terms 
fthan this : she is unto, me as a daughter." 
0> my dear Anne^ how does a merciful God 
Jreward and bless us wl^en we least expect 
it ! How continually are we the objects of 
his gracious care ! In comforting my dear 
parents in my absence^ what a blessing will 
you prove to them^ and how richly am I 
rewarded, for the little I have been able to 
do for you ! 
/ can now tell you, feoia ex9«nftTkRft>'^MSHft 

B 3 
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. I like my present employments^ and also 
what is required of me. 

The family consists of Mrs. Harriet Eth-^ 
rington ; her sister^ Mrs. Althorp, a widow 
lady ; and their nieee^ Miss Hume^ a little 
girl about ten years of age : her father and 
mother are gone to India^ where they will 
probably remain some years ; during which 
time^ Miss Hume is to remain with her 
aunts^ as she is considered too delicate to 
be sent to school. She is rather backward 
in her education^ and she is not allowed ta 
study much. She has only a music-master 
at present; her aunts take charge of the 
rest^ and I am to superintend the getting of 
the lessons^ and to hear them entirely^ if the 
ladies are prevented attending at school- 
hours; I expect to gain much myself^ 
by this means ; for her books^ both of 
instruction and amusement, Contain infor- 
mation on many subjects, on which I am 
stiU ignorant. Miss Caroline is a fine child, 
but of a timid disposition, and, in con- 
sequence of her delicate health, a little 

fretful sometimes. Her aunts «te vet-j «i^i- 
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complished ladies^ and so good^ that I shall 
be very blameabl^ if I do not profit by their 
example. 

I think the b^st way of making you ae« 
quainted with my way of life, will be to 
give you a sort of history of one day. This 
I cannot do exactly, as our occupations vsu'y 
according to circumstances. We are all 
early risers; sometimes I find I have half 
an hour to spare, and which I may employ 
as I like: this is the case this morning, and 
I have chosen to begin a letter to you. All 
the family attend at prayers, at a quarter 
before nine in the morning, and at ten at 
night. Miss Caroline and I breakfast at 
eight o'clock, and immediately after prayers 
we go out, if the morning is fine, and take 
a long walk ; sometimes, we visit poor fami-* 
lies in the neighbourhood, if any thing is 
wanted among them; at another time, we 
visit Mrs. Harriet's own school, which I 
must tell you more about in some other 
letter. When we return home, we go into 
our own school-room, wliete '^^ «x^ ^x«.- 
rally joined by one of t\ie \a.^e^> nn^^ ^^^ 
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mains with us a great part of the mdming^ 
which we employ in various ways. The lit- 
tle girl has her lessons to attend to^ while I 
axa busy either making clothes for the poor^ 
or in cutting out work^ which has to be 
given either to poor families^ or sent to the 
girls' school^ to be made there ; after which 
I have to read an hour to Mrs. Harriet before 
dinner. As her sight is not very good^ she 
seldom reads^ if she can get any one to read 
to her; but, if I am much engaged^ her 
sister reads a little, and sometimes Miss 
Caroline wishes to >read to her aunt. In 
the afternoon^ Miss Hume prepares her les- 
ions for the next day; I generally assist 
her with them, and then she reads some 
book of amusement to me while I work a 
little. While she is sewing, I settle my ac- 
counts. I have a great deal of shopping to 
do at times. I have got a great deal of 
experience by this means, and understand 
the value of things, and of tnonei/ too, much 
better than when I came here. Deficient as 
I still am^ I should have been much more 
^q, had I not had the advanUg^ q£ ^V.V!\s\% 
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down every thing for my mother^ who 
always said^ '^ If your income is ever so 
small^ keep an exact account of every six- 
pence you lay out^ that you may know at 
the end of the year that you have not spent 
too much." Now that I have an income of 
my own^ I intend to be very particular^ and 
have laid down a plan^ which I hope I shall 
be able to keep to.. 

Prom what I have told you> you will see 
that I have sufficient occupatidn. Although 
the exact time cannot always be fixed^ we 
go on very regularly upon the whole ; and^ as 
I endeavour to perform my duty each day^ 
and never to go to bed till I have done all 
that is needful^ I find^ at the end of the 
week^ that I have got tolerably well through 
my work, and I hope I shall improve when 
I have had more practice. 

I must now, my dear Anne^ renew my 
lessons to you, that my letter may, in some 
degree, prove useful. Indeed, I feel almost 
ashamed of having written so much about 
myself, but I wished to make ^o\3l £\)J^^ 
acquainted with my &itua\AOii> «kA nJcv^ ^"V 



portunitdea I have of improving myself 
io things which may prove uaeful to ua 
both, 

I think I must pursue the plan we had 
just begun, and make the Scriptures the 
Bubje<;t of our present impnovement. — >Vou 
remember you wished to have a better idea 
of the time when the events recorded in the 
Bible took place. You said, you had such 
confused notions about them, that you fre- 
quently found you had been talking of 
things as if they had happened since our 
Saviour's ministry, which you found after- 
wards had happened long before he was 
bom ; and that, in consequence of having 
made these mistakes, you were a&aid to 
speak on these subjects, for fear of getting 
wrong a^in. Now, a little clironology 
would be very useful to you. In the Old 
Testament you read the history of what 
happened before Jesus Christ was bom : — 
chronology teaches you in what year each 
exb'aordioary ev«tt took place; — and, if 
you should wish to know bow the difierait 
comitries are situated in wtuch the cveot". 
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took place; whetJier they were neat each 
other^ or in distant parts of the worlds you 
would learn geography. I will begin by 
relating a few of the most important events 
mentioned in the first books of the Old Tes- 
tament. After* the account of the creation 
of the world, We read of the happy state of 
our first parents in Paradise. — Then follows 
the history of their disobedience, and the 
sad consequences to themselves and their 

posterity : ^for the dreadful effects of 

sin having entered into the world are soon 
discovered ; the people became so exceed^^ 
ingly wicked, that the Almighty deter- 
mined to destroy every living creature by a 
flood. 

Noah alone found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. W^ are told that he was a good man, 
and perfect in hia generations, and .that he 
walked with God. Theti we read of the 
calling of Abraham ; — the histdry of Joseph 
iind his brethren, and the important events 
which took place in Egypt, in Consequence 
of his family settling there ; — ^tK<^ ste^^x^ 
bondage in which they Nvete V^^'Vs ^^^ 
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Egyptians^ and the directions given by the 
Almighty^ to Moses^ to bring them out of 
Egypt to the promised land^ and the ac- 
count of the plagues which were inflicted 
upon the Egyptians, in consequence of Pha- 
raoh's refusing to let them go, — ^All this is 
exceedingly interesting^ as is also the ac- 
count of their dwelling in the wilderness 
forty years ; this was a punishment for 
their murmurings and distrust of thq power 
of the Almighty^ to give them possession 
of the promised land. Their entrance 
into it> and the death of Mpses^ who was 
not permitted to accompany them^ is very 
affecting. The whole of the Jewish history 
should be carefully studied by every young 
person. 

All the events which happened before the 
birth of Christy are dated from the creation 
of the world : and that you may get a clear 
idea of the time in which they took place^ I 
will make out a list of some of the most im- 
portant^ with the year in which they are 
believed to have occurred. I should wish 
j^ou to learn them by heart. 
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Y. W. 

The Great Flood happened in the year of 

the world 1656 

The Call of Abraham 2083 

The Departure of the Israelites from Egypt 2515 

The Israelites entered the Promised Land . 2553 

Solomon's Temple built 2992 

The City of Jerusalem destroyed^ and the 

People taken into Captivity .... 3416 

The Y. W. at the top of these figures means the 
year of the world. 

I should wish you to read^ very atten- 
tivelj^ those parts of the Old Testament 
which relate to these events ; and endeavour 
to associate the date with the events so that 
you may think of them in connection^ not as 
distinct things. 

I find r must now conclude my Letter. 
With my affectionate love to my dear father 
and mother^ I remain^ 

Your sincere friend, 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, June, 1827. 

My dear Anne^ 
I AM glad you like the plan I mentioned to 
you in my last letter ; and that you already 
begin to understand the Scripture history 
better. I -was sure you would, if once you 
began to think seriously about it> for that 
is what I am particularly anxious for you 
to do. Thinking is quite as necessary as 
reading ; for, if you were to read the Bible 
half the day, aild did not think about it 
while you were employed in the common 
concerns of life, it would do you very little 
good ; indeed, it is one of the great advanta- 
ges of the Scriptures, to people employed as 
you and I are, that a little time serves us to 
read a chapter in the Bible; but it takes a 
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long time to think upon it^ so as to un- 
derstand it properly ; because we must first 
consider what duty it inculcates^ and how 
£ax we are deficient in the performance of it^ 
and endeavour to act better in future^ re« 
membering^ at the same time, that^ though 
Ood is long-suffering/ and full of mercy^ He 
will not be mocked ; therefore our desire to 
improve^ must be an earnest desire. And 
when we feel that it is so^ we can turn our 
thoughts with comfort to His promise of 
forbearance and goodness^ and readiness to 
forgive^ upon repentance and amendment ; 
and to the consoling assurance^ that, like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth those that love him and keep his" com-' 
mandments : which encourages us to renew 
our efforts to obtain His approbation^-— 
for how often^ and how tenderly^ our 
earthly father forgives our faults^ we all 
know. 

I will now give you a little more chrono- 
logy^ and it will only be a little that will 
be necessary for you^ in order to comvecl ^][^ft. 
remaining great events o€ VJie \nfiX.QifvR»^ ''^(wx. 
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of the Old Testament. The last date I 

gave you was the destruction of the magni* 

ficent temple at Jerusalem^ and also of the 

city itself^ and of the people being taken 

into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar. They 

remained in captivity seventy years : during 

this time^ you know^ Daniel livedo and it is 

supposed that it was at his request that 

Cyrus issued the decree for the captives 

to return to Jerusalem^ and rebuild *the 

Temple. 

Y. W. 

Cyras puts an end to the Captivity . . . 3468 

The Temple built on Mount Gerizim* . . 3596 

Judas Maccabseus lived 3838 

Jesus Christ born 4004 

These four dates are all that is necessary 
for you to learn for the five hundred and 
thirty-six years between the return from 
the captivity and the birth of Christ. After 
which time^ all Christians date from the 
birth of our Saviour^ instead of from the 
creation of the world. 

^ In this temple the SammtaLUS Y/o\%\ivp^^^. 
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All the Scripture history connected with 
the captivity is exceedingly interesting^ as 
well as that which relates the return of the 
Jew^ to Jerusalem^ and the whole account 
of the rebuilding of the city and the Tem- 
ple^ and the circumstances which occurred 
from that time till the preaching of the Gos- 
pel> and the rejection of the Messiah^ which 
was attended with such fatal consequences 
to the Jewish nation. 

The Israelites were called Jews after the 
captivity^ in consequence of the fifty thou* 
sand who went up to rebuild the Temple^ 
being chiefly of the kingdom of Judah^ 
though there were some Israelites among 
them. 

The history of this ^people is so wonder- 
fulj and the punishment they have under- 
gone in cpnsequence of their rejection of the 
Messiah so awful^ that it has always made a 
strong impression upon my mind. I think 
of them as the chosen people of God^ sup- 
ported by his strong arm> so that no earthly 
power could prevail agaixi«t iV«5kv. "^Xs^^ 
all the nations around tiiem ^ct^ ^^t^fiws^ 
c3 ^ 



■"■i 



30 L£VT£lt III. 

ping they knew not what, they were fa- 
voured with the knowledge of the one living 
and true God, who gave them visible signs 
of His approbation and love, by blessing 
them with peace and prosperity, whenever 
they obeyed His commandments; and when 
they fell into the sin of idolatry they were 
mercifully reminded of the error of their 
way, by misfortunes and afflictions of vari* 
ous kinds. From the time they took pos* 
session of the promised land, they were ex- 
ceedingly prosperous ; and the account of the 
reign of King Solomon shews how rich and 
important a people they had become. Now 
we behold them, with a very few exceptions, 
a poor and despised race, belonging to no 
country, living in the midst of a people, and 
feeling that, though dwelling among them, 
they have no home in their hearts ; not per- 
secuted indeed, as in former times, but fre- 
quently reviled by the ignorant and unfeel- 
ing, occasionally exciting compassion, but 
seldom experiencing that tender affection 
and brotherly love, which, as Christians, we 
ought to exercise towards all out \>T«^^Mwv 
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of mankind. It is not thus ive should treat 
Ood's chosen people ; and we dishonour the 
Master^ whose followers we desire to be ac- 
counted^ when we treat the poor and the 
afflicted with scorn and derision. When we 
see a child punished bj its earthly parents, 
for disobedience^ or any other faulty do we 
add to its unhappy state by our unkind- 
ness ? Do we not^ rather^ by gentleness and 
persuasion^ try to bring it back to its duty^ 
and intercede for it to be forgiven? So 
ought we as Christians^ profiting by the 
example and precepts of our Saviour^ to try> 
by every means in our power, to bring this 
long afflicted people into the fold of Christ. 
They should be remembered in our prayers : 
when we pray that tve may be forgiven our 
sins, we should pray that the^ also may be 
forgiven; this will soften our hearts to-; 
wards them, and make us more desirous to 
avail ourselves of any opportunity that may 
offer, of associating with them; by which 
means we may, in some degree, prove in« 
strumental to their conversion \jo >3aft CJtoTv^- 
tian faith. 
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You know^ you and I have often talked 
about the Jews^ and you have wondered at 
me for thinking so much about them ; but, 
my dear Anne, Christians should think 
about them : their history is most instruc- 
tive, and from it we may learn to cultivate a 
teachable spirit, and to take care that we 
keep our minds open to conviction, and not 
set our hearts against a thing before we 
have given it proper consideration. 

Since I wrote to you last, I have become 
acquainted with a yoiing couple who have 
only been married a few months. I am very 
much pleased with them both, but I must 
tell you miore about them in my next letter. 

I expect to hear that you continue to feel 
as much interested in the Jewish history as 
J could wish. If you do not, you will disap-p 
point the expectations of 

Your truly affectionate friend, 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, July, 1827. 

My dear Anne^ 

You gratified me exceedingly by what you 
said in your last letter : it was what I 
wished^ and hoped; yet sometimes I felt 
afraid that I might have failed to interest^ 
from my manner of expressing myself. 
And then I thought^ if I could talk to you 
for half an hour, I might succeed better. I 
am now quite satisfied^ and I am sure^ the 
more you consider the present state of the 
Jews^ the more compassion you will feel 
for them. Do you not wish that good^ 
gentle^ old Jacobs and his daughter^ were 
still living near you? How differently 
would you now feel towards ^'eav\ "V 
can well imagine wliat a 'Vaxv'Sl V«s\^ 
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you would now be to the poor neglected 
Ruth^ whose delicate health and sorrow- 
ful countenance might well excite com- 
passion. I cannot think how you could 
resist them ; I should certainly have joined 
her in some of her walks^ and offered my 
arm to assist her in getting home when she 
appeared so much fatigued. I often regret 
that I was from home during the time they 

lived in N , for, notwithstanding your 

prejudices, you have always described 
them in a way which has left a very favour- 
able impression on my mind, for they must 
certainly have possessed a mild and forbear- 
ing spirit. 

I have heard lately of a Jewish gentle- 
man, who attends regularly at a Christian 
place of worship, and brings his children 
with him. He says his children can get reli- 
gious instruction there, which cannot be ob- 
tained in their synagogues as they exist at 
present. To come in this way to learn of 
Christians, shews such a willing mind, and 
such an earnest desire to train up his children 
in the way they should go, \iial I feel ^er- 
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suaded the blessed light of the Gospel will, 
in due time^ reach his heart> and that he 
and his househc^d will one day confess^ that^ 
Jesus is indeed the Christy the Son of the 
living God, 

I will now mention a few things relating 
to the Old Testament history, which I think 
it desirable you should know, and which 
will give an interest to many passages in 
Scripture which you might otherwise not 
very well understand. 

The land of Canaan, so often mentioned in 
the Old Testament, was, after the Israelites 
took possession of it, called the Land of 
Israel; afterwards it was called Palestine, 
from the Philistines, who inhabited the 
southern coasts, and Judea, from Judah, 
the chief tribe of the Israelites. It is also 
frequently called the Land of Promise. 
And now it ife very generally called the 
Holy Land. If you did not know this, you 
might get confused with the fdea that the 
same circumstances had happened in different 
countries, when, in fact, they all happened^ 
the land o£ Judba. You a\io\i\d «\v> Vxloni 
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that^ although the Jews were permitted to 
return to their own country, by Cyrus, 
they continued in subjection to the Persians 
about two hundred years. The country 
was then taken possession of by the kings 
of Eg3rpt, who carried away many thou- 
/sands of the inhabitants. 

About a hundred and seventy years be- 
fore Christ, they underwent a severe perse- 
cution from the Syrians. Judas Maccabaeus 
rescued them from this yoke ; and under the 
Maccabees they regained almost all the pos- 
sessions of the twelve tribes. In a contest 
between two of the Maccabees, they ap- 

• pealed to the Roman general, Pompey, and 
he made Judea tributary to the Romans. 

About the year thirty-seven before Christ, 
Herod, supported by the Roman power, 
ascended the throne of Judea, and at the 
close of his reign our Saviour was born. 
After Hierod's death, the nation was govern- 
ed by tetrarchs, who were subject to the 
control of the Romans. The Jews were 
severely oppressed under this government ; 

Mnd in the reign of the Roman emperor. 



LETTER IV. 37 

Nero, tliey openly revolted, and commen-* 
ced the fatal war, which ended in the total 
destruction of Jerusalem, by Titus, who 
was afterwards Emperor of Rome. This 
event, which completely annihilated the Jew- 
ish state and nation, happened in the year 
seventy-one of the Christian era. Thus you 
see that God's judgments were speedily exe- 
cuted; for, in about forty years after they 
rejected and crucified the Saviour, their 
holy city was destroyed, and they were 
scattered abroad among the nations, as 
sheep having no shepherd. In this state 
they have remained nearly eighteen hun-* 
dred years. When it may please God to re- 
store them, and again lift up the light of his 
countenance upon them, we know not; but 
we know that, whom the Lord loveth, lie 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. In the mean time, we must 
surely pity them, and not add to their afflic- 
tion, by treating them with unkindness or 
contempt. 

Jerusalem was rebuilt, by the Roman 
emperor Adrian, in the ^eax oi ovxx \jS2Pt^ 

D 
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132; tsDce which time it has been taken and 
plundered hj the Saracens; retaken by 
the Christians; and now it belongs to the 
Turks. At present it is only finnous fcnr 
what it has been. 

In Uie eleirenth century, many Christian 
princes in Europe joined, and went with a 
considerable army to take it firom the Sara- 
cens. This was called the holy war; and 
as all those who went to it wore a cross 
upon their breasts, it was called a crusade ; 
and they were called crusaders. 

I hope you now have a pretty clear idea 
of the Jewish history. I should therefore 
recommend you to begin to read the New 
Testament, studying it carefully : you should 
read the Four Gospels several times, and 
make yourself fully acquainted with what 
circumstances are related in each, and with 
those which are only related in one or two of 
them. Apply to me, if you want any infor- 
mation, and if I cannot give it you, I am 
sure I can get it from either of the ladies, 
iMho are very kind in talking to me on va- 
r/ous subjects. Sometimes, a?t«t 1 Vvacv t V^^few 
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reading. to Mrs. Harriet, she encourages me 
to ask her questions, concerning things 
which appear quite new to me ; and she has 
lent me some excellent books : ttiese I read 
principally in an evening, after the little 
girl is gone to bed, and when I have done 
up my accounts ; I then sit down and read 
with true enjoyment, till half after ten, the 
time I have fixed upon as proper for me to 
go to bed, as I rise sometimes at five, and 
never later than six. 

I suppose, from your saying in your let* 
ter that you are glad to hear that Mrs. 
Smith is going to establish a book- society, 
that you intend to become a subscriber; 
this will be a great advantage to you and 
the rest of the young people, as she is sure 
to select the best books both for your in- 
struction and amusement. I wish you 
would call upon her, and tell her you have 
heard that she is going to form this society, 
and offer your services to assist her in any 
way in which she can make you useful; it 
will be pleasant to her to find t\\aX ^ Sa. 
likely to he acceptabW to l\ve ^o\slw%^««^^ 
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And if she should employ you a little^ it will 
be a great improvement to you. Now do not, 
my dear Anne, fancy that you cannot do 
any thing well enough to make it proper for 
you to offer your services; if you should not 
do well at first, you will learn to do better 
with practice ; you can never expect to im- 
prove without it r and if we do not exercise 
our talents,, be they ever so small, we are 
undeserving of what has been bestowed : so 
take courage, and let me hear in your next 
letter that you have been to Mrs. Smith's. 

Give my love and duty to my parents; 
and, with love to yourself, and my other 
friends, believe me 

Your sincere friend, 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, August, 1827. 

My dear Anne, 
I PROMISED^ in one of my letters^ to give 
you some account of my new friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Atkinson. He is a very nice, cle- 
ver young man, and attends in several fami- 
lies in the neighbourhood, and has a class 
three times a week at his own house. He 
teaches Latin, Geography, Astronomy, and 
some other things. His wife was governess 
in one of the families where he attends, and, 
since her marriage, she has begun an infant- 
school of a superior kind ; and happy little 
infants they are that go to her. She has 
about twelve or fourteen boys and girls, 
none less than three years of a^e>«xviLWQpc\». 
above six. Sometimes wYveii \ \vaN ^ ttxOwssxx 
i> 3 
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to spare> I go and spend it with her during 
her school-time^ that I may learn something 
of her plans : this is for your benefit^ you 
must understand^ as I have a great wish 
that you should begin a school of this sort 
by and by ; it will exactly suit you ; you 
will be so gentle with the children^ and you 
will not, I think, frighten yourself with the 
idea that you cannot teach them any thing : 
from you they will learn gentleness, humility, 
and kindness; For they will soon discover that 
you possess these qualities, and love and re« 
spect you accordingly. Children are very 
quick-sighted to the faults of older people, 
but they are also easily gained by kindness, 
1 which may be shewn without any improper 

indulgence. 

Infant-schools are now becoming very ge- 
neral in large towns ; therefore I hope it will 
not be long before there is one established at 

N : if there should be such a thing 

talked of, I wish you would endeavour to 
make it known that you would be a candi- 
date for the situation of mistress: you would 
probably succeed, and 1 am awxe ^o\jl^o>\\A. 



LETTER V. 43 

very soon be interested in the employment. 
Our little school is just the kind of thing 
which would have suited you. It is Mrs. 
Harrietts school^ and is very near the 
house^ so that she can visit it for half an 
hour at any time she is at leisure^ and feels 
disposed to do so. You have only to go 
down the lawn^ across a little shrubbery^ 
and through a gate into a close, or field, in 
which stands the school-house : it consists of 
one large room on the ground-floor, for the 
school-room, and one above for the mistress 
to live in. There is one large window in 
each room. They are now hung round with 
honeysuckles and roses. In the lower part of 
the field there is a fine large tree, with a seat 
round it, and under this tree you will ge« 
nerally see most of the children assembled 
during play-hours in fine weather. There 
are low benches placed round the school* 
room, for the children to sit upon, leaving 
a space at the top of the room, in which 
is placed a chair for the mistress, with a 
table before it. There are now about t.>N«\s^ 
^clioJars. 
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One morning, when I was in the school, a 
little before twelve o'clock, the time when 
ft the children kneel down, and one of the 

\ older ones repeats a short prayer, a very 

"\ nice looking young man came in, and stood 

it near the door ; he did not speak, but I saw 

:{ that he and the mistress just exchanged 

looks, which proved that he was not an un- 
'^i expected guest. As soon as the little moni- 

tor had laid the slates, which she had been 
collecting, upon the table, all knelt down to 
prayer, ajBter which most of the children left 
the room: the young man then came for- 
ward, and, giving a neat small basket to a 
little girl, said, " I will call for you in the 
afternoon," and then left the room. When he 
was gone, and the little girl sent into the field 
i j to play, the mistress told me that soon after 

the child came to school, the father happened 
to come with her dinner, just as they were 
i ■ beginning the prayer ; on speaking to him at 

its conclusion, she saw the teard standing in 
his eyes : he told her he had been much af- 
fected^ for he had never seen such a sight 
before, and asked her if slie vjoxxXiOl «\\o^ 
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him to come every day at the same time. 
You may easily suppose how readily this re- 
quest was granted; and he comes regularly: 
he never stops after prayers^ but gives the 
child its dinner^ and kisses it. In the even- 
ings when he comes to take her home^ he 
always enquires if she has behaved well dur- 
ing the day. I rejoice to say, this good 
father has generally the satisfaction of hear- 
ing that she has been attentive and obe- 
dient The child is not particularly engag- 
ing in her appearance^ but she is gentle and 
rather serious looking ; there is a neatness 
and propriety in her appearance^ even when 
she is at play, that is very prepossessing.* 

When I look around, and see how much 
is now done by the higher classes of society, 
to improve the lower ranks in those things 
which concern not only their present com- 
fort, but their future happiness, 1 cannot 
help exclaiming. Truly, the lines are fallen 
unto me in pleasant places, and I have a 
goodly heritage ; for nothing can be so gra- 



• The writer was pteaetiV ^\. ^^ 'srsjcl'^* ^ 
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tifying as to live among good and sensible 
people^ whose happiness consists in improv- 
ing the condition of their more humble 
neighbours; not only clothing the naked 
and feeding the hungry^ but supplying them 
also with the bread of life, so that we may, 
with truth, say. The poor have the Gospel 
preached to them. As far as my observation 
goes, with thankful hearts do they receive 
it. I do not mean to say that I have not met 
with some who had neither seeing eyes, nor 
hearing ears, but, generally speaking, the 
poor receive the word with thankfulness; 
and I think I can already perceive a great 
improvement among the young people. I 
have seen several instances of the good 
effects produced by making children early 
understand that this life must be very, very 
short, when compared with the life which is 
to come ; that their trials are to be in this 
short life, their reward in the eternal life, 
which is to follow; and that if they truly 
love God, they will always wish to please 
Him ; therefore they must, at all times^ act 
j'n obedience to His commands, remember- 
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ing that this good Qod, who is daily bless- 
ing thein^ sees them at all times^ and knows 
at all times what they are thinking, as well 
as what they are saying or doing. If this is 
properly impressed upon their minds, they 
will, by degrees, acquire a purity and sin- 
gleness of heart, which is sure to produce 
right conduct. I hope I have not dwelt too 
long on this subject, but I thought it might 
prove useful to you, if you should be placed 
in the situation I wish you to undertake. 

I am very much puzzled how to advise 
you respecting Nancy Wood. I think, for 
the present, I would try to induce her to 
come to you, whenever she can be spared 
from home for an hour ; but I would em- 
ploy that hour rather differently, instead of 
walking as you used to do, when she was a 
good, industrious girl> who required a holi- 
day now and then> and knew how to enjoy 
it cheerfully and properly ; I would now 
tell her to bring some work with her, and, 
as you have a great many nice books, you 
can read, and work, and talk. "WltK^wss^ 
steady principles, you may do a ^^»X ^«s^ 
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for her, by talking seriously and kindly to" 
her. What very mistaken ideas she has 
formed of religion, poor girl ! I hope you 
may succeed in removing this sad error, and 
prevail upon her not to make every disap- 
pointment she meets with a vexation, or to be 
angry because things do not turn out as she 
wishes or expects : she thus becomes dissa- 
tisfied with herself, and can never be happy 
till she thinks and acts differently. You 
must try to convince her, in the first place, 
that God is a merciful and kind Father^ 
never afflicting us but for our good. In 
short, that if she ii to be happy, she must 
joy in believing that all is good which 
comes from God. She must endeavour to 
have God ever in her thoughts; she must 
have a heart ready to acknowledge His 
hand in all the blessings she receives, and 
trust that even her sorrows will be turned 
into joy, if she is but patient and humble 
under them : and she may rest assured, that 
when she no longer requires them, they will 
he removed. If you can but teach her true 
Christian ftumility, you need doxioxcioT^ to 
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make her happy^ for she will then feel that 
she daily enjoys blessings more than she can 
number^ and far beyond what she deserves. 

What a pity it is that she has taken up 
the idea that a religious life must be dull 
and gloomy ; as if piety requires us to re- 
linquish any of the real enjoyments of life* 
God loves a cheerful hearty and has given us 
all things richly to enjoy; but if we would 
please Him^ we must enjoy them reasonably, 
as His rational creatures. And surely no one 
can be so ignorant as to suppose that true ' 
happiness is to be found in doing those 
things which God has commanded us not to 
do ; that to live in the manner which he re- 
commends to us must be dull^ and uninter- 
esting, and joyless ; or that to disobey His 
commands is to find happiness, and peace, 
and joy. How dreadfully mistaken are all 
who act as if these were their notions of 
Him who tells us, that like as a father piti- 
eth his children, so the Lord pitieth all those 
who love and trust in Him. 

My dear Anne, if you could but icis^lx^ 
her with a joyful hope, and vye^-gtavskSv^^A. 

E 
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trust in God^ that the circumstances 
which she is placed are the best fitted 
make her happy^ if she turns them to prop 
account, her present uneasy feelings wou 
soon be exchanged for the more blesst 
ones of gratitude, thankfulness, and joy. 

That God may bless your endeavours 
this and every other good work which y< 
may undertake, is the prayer of your tru 
affectionate friend, 

Elizabeth Williai 
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The Grove, September 30/A, 1827. 

I HAVE been much longer in writing to you> 
my dear Anne^ in consequence of our hav- 
ing had a great deal of company staying 
in the house for the last six weeks; it 
has been a busy^ but most happy time to us 
all. 

The weather has been remarkably fine, 
and the (iountary in this neighbourhood is 
very beautiful, so that during the time of 
the harvest, when the reapers were in the 
fields, and then when they were leading the 
com home, and stacking it for the winter, 
and the gleaners, old and young, were scat- 
tered about, or, towards evening, were re- 
turning home with their little %\.at^ ns^^qso. 
their beads ; it was a most ^o^^vJ^^ si^^^** «^^ 
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my dear little girl seemed to gain health and 
spirits daily. She is a sweet little compa- 
nion ; and^ as she had never been out of 
London till this summer^ the country is 
quite new to her^ and she is interested in 
every thing. 

You would be quite amused could you 
see her surprise^ at my being able to tell hei 
the names of many of the wild flowers ; and 
earlier in the summer, when we were walk- 
ings and she admired a field at a short dis- 
tance from us^ she was astonished when I 
said, " Yes, it is very beautiful, it is wheat ;" 
or, "Yes, that is a field of oats." She thought 
it so difficult to know the difierent kinds of 
corn. Now she knows them as well as I do ; 
and, as she has a very good sight, she amuses 
herself sometimes, by trying to puzzle me, 
saying, ^' Do you see that field far, far be^ 
yond the church, about half way up the 
hill? I think you can't tell me what that is." 
If she succeeds in puzzling me, which she 
does sometimes, it is a matter of great re- 
Joidng. 
When I came here, lieT, knoNAe^^b ^^ 
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'birds extended no further than the little ca- 
nary bird she had in London^ and a par- 
,rot which she had seen sometimes at the 
house of a lady where she visited occasicm- 
ally with her mamma. I think the note of 
the cuckoo took her fancy more than the 
.song of any of the other birds ; and when I 
•told her^ about the end of June^ that shie 
1 would not hear it much longer^ she wished 
•she could hear it all the summer. I told 
:her^ I thought next springs when she 
'heard it for the first time^ it would be a 
much more joyful feeling than if she had 
•been accustomed to hear it the whole yeal* 
round. In the gardens she is delighted to 
see the birds teaching the young ones to fly; 
but she has been most surprised at hearing 
that many birds travel to other countries^ to 
spend the winter^ and come to us again^ 
when the warm weather returns^ in the 
spring. She thinks it a most wonderful 
things that the swallows travel first into 
Spain^ firom thence to Gibraltar^ then pass 
to the northern shores of A&ica, «aA. ^^«^ 
return the same way, in t\\e s^tvtv^, vo V^rc«»^. 
B 3 
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Britain. She is learning geography, and 
^; understands pretty well how great the dis- 

tance is for these little creatures to travel 
twice in the year. You may not know 
quite so well perhaps, but if you will ask 
. my father to shew you the map, he will be 
able to give you a pretty good idea of it. 
She is also quite pleased to hear, that if we 
lose some birds because the cold weather is 
coming, we may expect to see others arrive 
from the colder countries in the north ; and 
she thinks she shall love the fieldfare and the 
redwing very much, for coming to us when 
the swallows are forsaking us, because the 
winter is coming. We are now listening 
every day, in our walks, for the sweet songs 
of the woodlark, and the thrush, and the 
blackbird, as I told her they would begin 
to sing again about this time ; for it is ob- 
served that no birds are heard to sing after 
June : it seems as if they were oppressed and 
i . languid during the excessive heat of sum- 

•' ' mer. She thinks I know such a great deal 

^'^ about these things that I must be very cle- 

rer in every thing ; and wYien 1 leW\v«t,\!t«J 
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people who live in the country learn these 
things when they are very youngs she says^ 
she is sure she might have lived all her life 
in the country without knowing any thing 
about them^ if I had not been so kind as to tell 
her ; and she is sure there are far more nice 
things to see^ and talk of^ in the country^ than 
in London. I told her^ they were quite dif- 
ferent things ; and I believed little girls like 
her would be much happier^ and learn what 
was suited to their age^ with more pleasure^ 
in the country than in any great city, but 
that people who studied things which nei- 
ther she nor I understood at present, such as 
the arts and sciences, found great advan- 
tages in going to London. She could not, 
however, be persuaded that London could be 
half so pleasant, to any body, as being in the 
country, and concluded by saying, *' I have 
heard aunt Harriet say, that she has often 
observed, that good and pious people have 
been lovers of the country, and of solitude : 
now I don't think I am very fond of soli- 
tude yet, but I Ao love the eouxkXx^ V^xx«^ 
jmd better every day." 1 vya% ^^^ ^^ teA. 
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that she knew herself so well^ for she cer- 
tainly does not love solitude or silence at 
present. 

I' find I am improving very much> in con- 
sequence of reading such nice books as I 
meet with here ; indeed^ I have become so 
fond of readings that I have determined to 
limit myself to half an hour in the niorning, 
iEuid an hour at night before I go to bed. I 
had to consider first how much time I might 
conscientiously employ in this way; and 
having made up my mind^ I make a point of 
never exceeding it. I know^ by the ladies 
giving me books, that they do not wish to 
claim all my time^ but to allow me to eiXb- 
ploy a part in improving myself; so, after 
consulting my conscience, I thought half an 
hour in the morning, as I like to rise very 
early^ and an hour at nighty were very allow- 
able. I hope you will think so too^. and 
then I shall feel satisfied that I have done 
rights and not been unreasonable. 

Jti met t!rith something in a book the other 

^^Jj .\vijuob'I just opened by chance> /^^hile I 

f^^as wtdtin^ in Mrs. Harriet' 8 dre««Kii%^oinii^ 
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till she was ready for me to begin to read to 
her, with which^ as I think, you will be as 
much struck as I was. I shall give you the 
passage. It is from a work on education, 
addressed to ladies in high life ; but there 
are many things which I can understand, 
and find very interesting, and may indeed 
suit every body, for the author recommends 
all young ladies to think less about this 
world, and all the vain things which belong to 
it, and to turn their thoughts oftener to Him 
who is the Maker and Giver of all, and to 
consider how great a difference there is be- 
tween time and eternity ; and to think more 
frequently on the perfection of all which 
God has made, and how well each thing is 
suited to the purpose for which it is intend- 
ed : but I cannot do justice to it, and will 
therefore give it you in the author's own 
words. 

** In the study of geography and natural 
history, (natural history means the history 
of the animal and vegetable kingdoms, as 
they are called,) the attention ^feioxsX^Xifc ^^^^ 
bituaJly turned to the gooAxi^^^ oi ^to<^- 
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dence^ who eommonly adapts tint jirarious 
productions of climates to the peoti]&r«\vants 
of the respective inhabitants. To illustrate 
my meaning by one or two instances out of a 
thousand. The reader may be led to admire 
the considerate goodness of Providence in 
having caused the spiry fir, whose slender 
foliage does not obstruct the beams of the 
Sim, to- grow in the dreary regions of the 
north, whose shivering inhabitants could 
spare none of its scanty rays; while, in the 
torrid zone, the palm-tree, the plantain, and 
the banana spread their umbrella leaves to 
break the almost intolerable fervours of a 
vertical sun. How the camel, who is the sole 
carrier of all the merchandise of Turkey, 
Persia, Egypt, Arabia, and Barbary, who is 
obliged to transport his incredible burdens 
through countries in which pasture is so 
rare, can subsist twenty-four hours with- 
out food, and can travel, loaded, many 
days without water, through dry and dusty 
deserts, which supply none ; and all this 
not from the habit but from the confor- 
na^don of the animal, for iuitiiX8iy\a\a xc^alfcft 



this confoixbity of powers to climate^ a )*ule 
of judgmettO In ascertaining th^ native 
countries of animals^ and always determine 
it to be that to which their powers and 
properties are most appropriate." 

If you should find any words in this 
extract which you do not quite under- 
stand^ you had better look for them in 
the dictionary. I think there may be two 
or three which you may be a little at a 
loss about; and if the dictionary does not 
satisfy you^ ask some person who you 
think can explain them properly. I am 
sure my father could often help you in 
that way ; and he would be pleased with 
your applpng to him. He has always 
told me not to be satisfied with reading 
a book^ but to take care that I under- 
stand it, or my reading would be quite 
useless. I now find the advantage of it; 
for, when Miss Caroline is reading, she 
often asks me the meaning of things she 
does not understand, and I find I can fre- 
quently inform her. This gives me the. 
greatest pleasure.; for 1 ftivd OaaX. W«^^ 



/ 
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sometimes to explain things which my fa- 
ther has formerly explained to me, and I 
can do it in his own words, so well do I 
remember them. Farewell, my dear Anne. 
Believe me ever your true friend, 
Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, November ^ 1827. 

My dea^ Anne^ 
I AM not at all surprised at your account of 
Nancy Wood. I would not have you feel 
discouraged at her .present state of mind : 
it is by no means unusual for persons who 
have been fond of mirth^ and spent their 
time idly^ to become infected with gloomy 
notions^ and to complain much of the 
troubles and afflictions of life. But we 
should look with pity on such persons^ and 
endeavour to lead them to more rational 
•and tranquil thoughts^ that they may^ by 
degrees^ obtain peace and contentment 
under all circumstances. As Nancy is so 
much attached to you^ she will in tixsv^, «:cv^ 
insensibly to herself, begin \.o xJsvvk^ ««^ 

F 
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many subjects, as you think, from the habit 
of listening to you with attention ; and, at 
the same time, seeing that yours is a happy 
and useful life, she will the more easily be 
induced to follow your advice. If you can 
supply her with proper books, the amuse- 
ment and instruction she will gain from 
them, will help to set all to rights : and you 
will, I trust, have the satisfaction of seeing 
her cheerful, but not gay ; — serious, but, I 
trust, not gloomy. Thus, by degrees, flowers 
will spring up to adorn her path, instead of 
the thorns and briars which have so long 
troubled her; and, in her better state of 
mind, ^e will banish all over-anxious 
thoughts, either for herself or others. Ob- 
serve, I do not mean that we must not feel 
pity for others, when they are under afilic- 
tion, or visited by calamities, which our 
present nature subjects us to; far from it. 
But the feelings of pity which I would re- 
commend, are so beautifully described by 
Mrs. Barbauld, in one of her hymns, that I 
will transcribe it for you, and you can give 
2t to Nancy. 
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" Behold ! where, breathing love divine, 
Our dying Master stands ; 
His weeping followers gathering round, 
Receive his last commands. 

^* From that mild Teacher's parting lips. 
What tender accents fell 1 
The gentle precept which he gave. 
Became its Author well. 

" Blest is the man, whose softening heart 
Feels all another *s pain ; 
To whom the supplicating eye 
Was never raised in vain. 

" Whose breast expands with generous warmth, 
A stranger's woes to feel. 
And bleeds in pity o'er the wound 
He wants the power to heal. 

'^ He spreads his kind supporting arms, 
To every child of grief; 
His secret bounty largely flows. 
And brings unask'd relief. 

"To gentle offices of love. 
His feet are never slow ; 
He views, through mercy's melting e^e^ 
A brother in a foe. 
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" To him protection shall be shewn ; 
And mercy from above 
Descend on those who thus fulfil 
The perfect law of lo?e. 

" Peace, from the bosom of his God, 
My peace, to him I give, 
And when he kneels before the throne, 
His trembling soul shall live.*' 

I should strongly recommend Nancy to 
commit pieces of this sort to memory : they 
will furnish her with agreeable and grateful 
thoughts, and help to cheer her mind in 
those hours of sadness, when she has, per- 
haps, no friend near her to talk to. 

I really am so happy myself, that I feel 
desirous of doing all in my power to lead 
those who are younger, and more inexpe- 
rienced, to such employments as may prove 
useful and satisfactory to them. My situa- 
tion here is exactly such as suits my dispo- 
sition. The two older ladies treat me with 
the greatest kindness ; and, as they see I 
am desirous of improving myself as much 
^^ possible, they frequency ex^\am l\i\w^« 
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to me, after I have been reading to them, 
when they think th^re has been any thing 
which I could not understand. In short, 
they treat me more like a firiend than a ser- 
vant. J am under no restraints, but those 
of gratitude and justice, which will not 
suffer me to be idle where I know myself 
to be dependent. 

I continue to like my firiend, Mrs. Atkin- 
son. Her conversation is innocent and 
agreeable. I find she has never seen much 
society, and her leisure hours have been 
spent in reading good and useful books. 
She was only sixteen when slie first went 
out to be a governess ; and as the children 
she had the charge of were very young, 
she was constantly with them till eight 
o'clock at night, when they went to bed. 
She says she might then, if she had chosen 
it, have joined the family, but she preferred 
being alone, as she wished to read and write 
occasionally, and, sometimes, to think for 
the next day. To some people she might, 
perhaps, appear a little precise ; but it v^ 
quite natural, and perfecXXy \maS»cX»^* 
f3 
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looks, her words, her whole behaviour, have 
an air of sanctity; and her countenance is 
remarkably sweet. She always reminds me 
of this description of a female character. — 
^* Her hand seeketh employment; her foot 
delighteth not in gadding abroad." ** She 
is clothed with neatness ; humility and 
meekness are as a crown of glory circling 
her head.** ^' Sweetness and innocence are 
in her mind; decency is in all her words; 
in her answers are mildness and truth." 
^' Submission and obedience are the lessons 
of her life ; and peace and happiness are 
her reward. She presideth in her house, 
and there is peace: she coramandeth with 
judgment, and is obeyed. Before her steps 
walketh prudence ; and virtue attendeth at 
her right hand.*' 

I have spent two or three delightful even- 
ings lately with these friends. I generally 
go to them about eight o'clock, and stay till 
nine : this I can do perhaps once a week. 
Mr. Atkinson is so good as to call for me, 
and walk home with me again. 
-fam sure I have no reason to caXV \!i[^%\.Vve 
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^ gloomy month of November.*' . Though the 
days are short, and we have had much rain, 
still we have occasionally had some pleasant 
weather, which we have enjoyed much. I 
have been particularly struck with the 
beauty of the heavens on a clear frosty 
night. I think I never saw the stars so 
bright, as they were yesterday evening, as 
I returned home. Mr. Atkinson is particu- 
larly fond of astronomy ; and he has made 
me understand some things, which used to 
puzzle me very much. I think I now really 
understand, that our earth moves round the 
sun, instead of the sun coming to us every 
morning, as I used to think it did. I can 
now fancy our world travelling to the sun, 
just, as in travelling, we come to a mile- 
stone, or to a turnpike-gate, or to a village; 
and it is the same thing on the water. You 
remember once, when we were on the 
river, you said, ** Here is a boat coming, but 
I don't see* any one in it;" and when we 
came to the boat, we saw it was what is 
called aground, in consequence of be\w% 
deeply laden, and it was -waWhxv^ >S\ ^« 
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tide came up^ and the men were not to be 
seen. 

This world goes round the sun in three 
hundred and sixty-five days, and about six 
hours. This is called the annual motion of 
the earthy and completes what we call a year. 

The next division of time which we have^ 
is a month. We have what are called ca- 
lendar months and lunar months i the for-> 
mer consists of thirty or thirty-one^ and 
in February of twenty-eight or twenty- 
nine days; the latter means the time in 
which the moon moves round our earth, 
and consists of twent3F-nine days, twelve 
hours, and forty-four minutes; at the end 
of which period, we have what we call 
a new moon ; at which time, you know, we 
only see it like a silver thread ; every day 
it increases, as a larger part of it becomes 
enlightened by the sun : when the whole of 
the side next us is enlightened, we say it is 
full moon. After which, by degrees, we see 
less arid less of it every night, till, at length, 
we return to what we call netp moon. AU 
the different appearances depend xxpon our 
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situation^ and the moon*s^ with respect to the 
sun^ round which we move. 

I am afraid I shall not to be able to make 
you understand^ clearly^ that the earth has 
another motion^ which is called^ moving on 
its own axis ; which is performed in twenty- 
four hours; this is done at the saine time 
that it is moving round the sun. It moves 
round the sun in a year^ and this causes our 
different seasons^ of springs summer^ autumn^ 
and winter. The other motion^ on its own 
axis, makes our day and nighty and is called 
the diurnal motion. 

I dare say you will be as much surprised 
as I was, when you hear that it is supposed 
that the moon is inhabited. This appeared 
so wonderful to me, that it was a long time 
before I could believe it ; but when I began 
to consider, that nothing is made in vain, 
and that even the fig-tree was destroyed, 
because it was found unprofitable, I saw the 
probability there was, that the moon should 
have its inhabitants, as well as the earth on 
which we live ; and as God has made such a 
variety of living creatures to (\?w^ VvScL\k^> 
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His power has^ in all probability^ been ex- 
erted to fill other worlds with creatures fitted 
to live upoii them. 

I hope^ my dear Anne^you will not find 
what I have sAid aboat the sun and moon^ 
and our earthy very hard to understand. Do 
not, however^ feel discouraged. If you are 
puzzled a little at firsts it will still be inte- 
resting ; and my father will help you a little ; 
for he gave the first instruction to your 

Ever affectionate friend^ 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, December, 1827* 

So your mother is afiraid I make you too 
wise^ my dear Aime! Tell her there is no 
danger of that^ all my wish is to make you 
better and better acquainted with the wis- 
dom^ and power> and goodness of God. 
When we consider that He has given us our 
understandings^ we should not be unmind- < 
fill of the daily wonders which He is per- 
forming before our eyes^ nor so wicked as 
to be indifferent about any thing which He 
does. 

Your mother is mistaken in thinking, 
that astronomy is of no use; it is not only 
usefiil^ but necessary for many things^ even 
in common life. Necessity obliged mett tA 
apply themselves to a&tiowoTCk^ \ xJs^ft T^fioxrc^ 
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of the different seasons could only be known 
by observing our situation with respect to 
the sun; and without this knowledge it 
would be impossible to succeed in agricul- 
ture. If the proper season for making 
voyages were not previously known^ sailors 
could not venture to take their ships such 
long voyages to distant countries. And^ if 
the length of months and years were not 
determined^ there could not be any order in 
our affairs^ nor could the days set apart for 
the exercise of religion^ be fixed. We can 
easily imagine^ how delightful it must be 
to a good man^ when he is in a distant part 
of the worlds or upon the wide ocean^ to be 
able to say to himself^ *' This is the Sabbath, 
and my family and friends are, at this 
moment, offering up their prayers to Al« 
mighty God; I am in their thoughts, and 
they are, I feel assured, supplicating the 
Father of mercies in my behalf; they are 
praying ' for my preservation, and that God 
will bless me : our prayers shall ascend to- 
gether, our hearts and thoughts are united, 
though we are in difFerent p\aee« ccEvd e«xvuot 
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see each other." How great will be the' 
comfort and consolation he will derive fi*om 
such reflections ! Thus the happiness of good 
ttien is promoted by it. So that astronomy 
is useful in i^eligion^ in morals^ in agricul- 
ture, and in commerce : no wonder, then, 
that mankind should apply themselves to 
the study of it. 

Our country has the honour of giving birth 
to Sir Isaac Newton, who was one of the' 
greatest astronomers that ever lived; so 
when you meet with his name at any time, 
or hear him spoken of, you will know that 
we are indebted to him for many wonderful 
discoveries in astronomy. 

I will now tell you as much as I am able 
clearly to explain on this subject. The first 
and most wonderful thing is, the daily rising 
of the sun, as we call it, in the east, and his 
setting in the west ; after which, the moon 
and stars appear, still keeping the same 
westerly course, till we lose sight of them. 
This cannot long be taken notice of, before 
you wiU perceive that neither the «vssv^\\sst 
the moon, always rise enaucxN.^ m \3cve ^aaaa 
o 
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point of the heavens. If jou begin to 
observe the sun^ for instance^ in the begin- 
ning of March^ you will find that he seems 
to rise almost every day more to the north- 
ward than he did before^ — ^that he continues 
longer with us^ and is more immediately 
above our heads at mid-day. This continues 
till the end of June^ when you will observe 
that he will move backwards till the end 

' of December^ or near it; when he again 
begins to move forwards; and so on every 
year. 

The motion of the moon through the 
heavens^ as well as her appearance at diffe- 
rent timeSj are even more remarkable than 
those of the sun. When she is first seen by 
us, at the time she is called the new moon, 
she appears in the western part of the hea- 
vens, and seems to be at no great distance 
from the sun himself. Every night she not 
only increases in size, but removes to a greater 
distance from the sun, till, at last, she appears 
in the eastern part of the heavens, just at the 
time the sun disappears in the western. 

A/ter this, you will obseTve, tlkiat eke ^adu* 



LETTER VIII. 7S 

ally moves further and further eastward^ and 
therefore rises every night later and later, 
till at last she seems to approach the sun as 
nearly in the east as she did in the west, 
and rises only a little before him in the 
morning, as, in the first part of her course, 
she set in the west not long after him. 
All these different appearances are completed 
in the space of a month ; after which, they 
begin and follow the same course as be- 
fore. They are not, however, equally 
regular at all seasons of the year, for I 
dare say you are aware, that what is called 
the harvest moon, appears for several days 
to be stationary, consequently she rises, for 
a few days, nearly at the same hour each 
evening. 

Our earth is called a planet, and, from itft 
motion on its own axis, and its motion round 
the suti^ are derived all the changes of night 
and day, and also the changes of the sea- 
sons. You must not forget this. There are 
six principal planets, besides our earth; 
which move round the sun : some of tlie\& 
have Mtellites, or mooTis> accoTa?^«sv3V»%«=^^ 
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movii^ round them in their orbits ; as ou^ 
e^rth has one moon. Comets also move 
round the sun. All these together forni 
what is called the solar system. 

Mercury is the first planet in the order oi 
the system. It is not much larger than th< 
moon^ and is so near the sun^ that we seL 
dom see it; when we do^ it is mostly ir 
the twilight : it is, however, very bright. 

Venus, the second planet from the sun, if 
remarkable for its brightness : when it is tc 
the west of the sun, it is a morning starj 
when to the east, it is an evening one. 

Our earth is the third planet in the sysr 
tem. 

Mars is the fourth planet from the sun. 

Jupiter is the fifth planet, and the larger 
that has yet been discovered, being nearly £ 
thousand times as large as our earth. It ii 
supposed to be five times the distance from 
the sun that we are, and enjoys much less 
light and heat than we do ; it has, however, 
four moons to cheer the inhabitants, ii 
there be any. 
Saturn is the sixth planet from the sun : 
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it has seven moons^ or satellites^ continually 
moving round it^ besides a broad thin ring, 
which reflects lights and casts a shade upon 
it The ring cannot be seen without a tele- 
scope. 

There is a seventh planet^ called the 
Herschel^ or Georgium Sidus: it may be 
seen with the naked eye on a clear evening, 
if the moon be absent. Six moons have been 
discovered to revolve round it. 

There are other stars^ which are called 
fixed stars, from their being comparatively 
stationary. They do not revolve round the 
sun, like the planets, and have been supposed 
to be suns to other systems. They are at 
a much greater distance from us than the 
planets ; yet a motion has been discovered 
in some of them, and it is supposed that 
they are all of them in motion. 

In consequence of the earth being round, 
the rays of the sun fall directly on the heads 
of some of its inhabitants, while, on others, its 
rays fall in a slanting direction : this makes 
the cold so extremely severe at the poles ; 
while the people who inhabVx. \5a.e ^:«\x\>5«t\«». 
Q 3 
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which are more directly under the sun's 
rays^ suffer intense heat. 

At the poles^ day and night succeed each 
other at intervals of six months. 

I hope^ my dear Anne^ you will feel still 
greater pleasure in looking at the heavens^ 
which furnish us nightly with such a magni- 
ficent prospect. The more I hear and see on 
this subject^ the more I am struck with 
astonishment^ at the splendour and vastness 
of the scene. 

I cannot express my obligations to Mr. 
Atkinson for the information which he has 
given me. He has taught me to know still 
more of the wisdom and power of God^ and 
to see beauty^ simplicity^ and usefulness^ in 
all the works of creation. They furnish an 
interesting and instructive lesson^ and one 
which^ I hope^ will not be disregarded by 
Your affectionate friend^ 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, December, 1827- 

Mt dear Anns^ 

You will be surprised at receiving a letter 
from me within the months but since I wrote 
last, I have got some information from Mr. 
Atkinson^ which is quite new to me^ and 
which I think wiU interest you also : and^ as 
it is in some degree connected with the sub- 
ject of my last two letters^ I thought I 
should like to send it you immediately^ as I 
expect to be very much engaged after x the 
new year comes in. 

You^ who are such a lover of sunshine^ 
will easily imagine how cheerless and in- 
animate the whole creation would be vdth- 
out light. Indeed^ the effects of light ax« 
quite wonderful^ both iti xiiiVxte x«3dA «x^•' 
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Mr. Atkinson teUs me^ that the halos, or 
coloured circles^ which sometimes surround 
the moon, and the beautiful rainbows which 
you and I have so often admired, are all pro- 
duced by the rays of light falling in clouds, 
mists, or rain. 

When plants are deprived of light, they 
become pale ; and when, in hothouses, the 
light comes to them from one part only, 
they incline towards that place, as if to shew 
the necessity of it for their health. Without 
light, vegetables would exhibit but one life- 
less colour. If it is intercepted, they are 
deprived of their beautiful shades ; they are 
also indebted to it for their smell, taste, and 
maturity. 

Plants are divided into herb8> shrubs, and 
trees: herbs are those plants whose stalks 
are soft, as grass or hemlock ; shrubs and 
trees are of a firmer texture. The difference 
between these two last is, that shrubs do not 
grow so high as trees, and usually spread 
their branc)ies nearer to the earth. Trees 
generally shoot out in one great stem, or 
Ifodjr, and then, at a good diaUcnce ftonv the 
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earthy spread into branches ; — ^thus the gu^- 
der rose> the honeysuckle^ and the beautiful 
mazereon> are shrubs ; the ash^ the elm^ and 
the oak. are trees. 

Some plants exhibit so much irritability 
on being touched^ that some naturalists have 
argued that they must be endowed with 
sensation ; it is difficult to think otherwise^ 
when> on touching the sensitive plants it 
shrinks from the finger : there is a plant of 
jthis kind in our greenhouse. It is not 
merely touching this plant that will put the 
leaves in motion : they will contract on any 
application being made to them which would 
give pain to an animal. Some plants appear 
to have the power of moving on their stems^ 
and presenting their flowers to the rays of 
light : the sunflower is of this kind \ it pur- 
sues the sun from east to west> rejoicing in 
its beams. It is supposed^ that there are yet 
many plants unknown to man^ and yet there 
jiave been already between forty and fifty 
thousand discovered in the different coun^ 
trie's of the earthy all of which are suited to 
the different climatea in vi\i\c^ xSk>k^ ^«^- 
Jn every country, hpwevet aeNCte nSkv^ ^^^* 
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or howevei' intense the heat, plants are found 
suited to the purposes they have to fulfil. 
Thus we find perfection in every part of the 
creation. But when we come to the animal 
world, and, above all, to the beings to whom a 
good God has given seeing eyes, and hearing 
ears, and understanding hearts, how grateful 
do we feel for all the varied beauties which 
he has spread before us, and for the many 
sources of pleasure with which he has fur- 
nished us. Each day presents new wonders 
to our eyes' and to our ears. How sweet is 
the singing of the birds, the murmuring of 
the waters ! Even the bleating of the lamb is 
grateful to our ears. And how delightful 
and refreshing is the perfume of the honey- 
suckle and the hawthorn in the hedges as 
the spring advances, though the snowdrops 
and the crocus disappear! The corn-fields be- 
gin to look green ; and, as we walk through 
the fields, our hearts are gladdened by the 
sounds of rustic labour — ^the ploughman and 
hedger singing or whistling as they follow 
their different occupations, shewing how 
sweet and cheering is useful \abouT. 
/ shall always remembet tVie \a&x. ^>MaTc«t 
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with gratitude and pleasure, as one from 
which I have received the greatest imptove- 
ment. I always loved the country. I think 
I now love it more than ever, because I 
know more of Him, who is the Maker and 
Giver of all the good which we enjoy. I 
trust I am also a better Christian than I 
was when I came here; for if I do not 
see God in every thing, I do think of him 
more frequently, and the cares of the world, 
and the disappointments I meet with, are less 
regarded by me. I try to love and serve, to 
the best of my ability. Him who, I feel 
assured, is never unmindful of me, but is 
ready to assist me in all cases of difficulty 
and danger, if I call upon Him. 

I have had some difficulties to contend 
with, since I came here, and I have some- 
times feared that I might not profit by 
them as I ought. Occasionally, I have been 
obliged to be in company with people whose 
manner of living and talking was very 
unpleasant to me : I felt that I did not 
approve of them, yet I had not resolution to 
say any thing, and I became \io\3iDL ^».^ «bA. 
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SLngrjy and dissatisfied with them and my« 
self. But I remembered a text in Scripture 
which applied exactly to my circumstances 
— Vex not yourself because of evil-doers. I 
soon felt how very right the advice was : for 
what good had I done by my vexation? 
None, either to myself or others. I hope I 
have better thoughts now ; for, when I can do 
it with propriety, I venture to point out tlieir 
mistakes, when they arise from ignorance, 
and endeavour to lead them to better ways 
of thinking and acting. If I cannot do tfny 
thing for their improvement, I try to bear 
with them, taking care, that if I cannot do 
them the good I intended, I will not give 
them cause to say, ''She can talk like a 
Christian, but she cannot act like one." 

I am sure the good ladies of this house 
know what it is to possess a Christian spirit : 
all I see and hear, gives me cause to bless 
the day I came among them. 

Our Christmas promises to be a very 
cheerful one; and my little girl is very busy, 
and very happy at the prospect, as she is to 
Aave a young friend to stay vnX)x Vet. N^e 
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shall also have other company in the house 
during the holidays. The kitchen and hall are 
already dressed with holly. The ladies have 
no party on Christmas-day, in order that the 
whole family may go to churchy and have 
some time^ when they return, to think upon 
and enjoy the blessings which the birth of 
the Saviour has procured for them: and 
great, indeed, are the blessings which the 
servants in a truly Christian family enjoy. 
We have all been busy in our different 
ways ; for/ in addition to the hospitality in 
the house, which is very great, there is- meat 
and clothing given away to the poor : so 
that we have all been exerting ourselves to 
get things ready in time, that we may really 
enjoy our holidays. The poor families come 
on Christmas eve, that they may have the 
comfort of their new clothing at church on^ 
Christmas-day. 

I once mentioned to you, that Miss Caro- 
line is rather a sickly child : in consequence 
of being so delicate, she has been much in- 
dulged, which makes her sometimes rather 
unreasonable. As I axa &o coxv%\ax^^ ^>^^ 

H 
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her^ I feel it more than any other person in 
the house. One day^ when she was pettish and 
unreasonable^ her aunt> Mrs. Harriet, came 
into the room, and soon found out by her 
countenance and manner, that all was not 
right. She talked so very nicely to her, that 
I must endeavour to tell you all I can 
remember, as it is suitable to every one, 
whether old or young, rich or poor. AfW 
telling her she feared she had been trouble- 
some to me, she said, *' You must remember, 
my dear child, what the Gospel teaches us. 
Its precepts are intended to promote love, 
and peace, and good- will; therefore the cul- 
tivation of an amiable disposition is a part 
of our religious duty ; and the indulgence 
of an ill-temper is a breach of that duty, for 
which we shall have to give an account at 
the last day. A young lady has it much in 
her power to promote the cheerful happiness 
of the family in which she lives : in every 
family, each member of it must have their 
particular trials and disappointments. You 
suffer from ill-health : and sickness, we all 
know, will injure the beat d\«^o%\^oxv^\^ 
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not counteracted by reason and religion. 
Gentleness and patience should be culti- 
vated by every female ; and you should con- 
stantly bear in mind^ that you can never be 
unkind to your fellow-creatures, without 
offending your Father in heaven. Try 
then, my dear child, to conquer the slightest 
feeling of ill-temper, as soon as you find it 
rising within you, before it is even perceived 
by others : do this conscientiously and per- 
severingly; and may God bless your en- 
deavours." 

Ought we not all to be good, with such 
an example before us? And what a con- 
trast does such a character form to the gay 
and the thoughtless, who are daily seeking 
happiness, and cannot find it, because they 
seek it from home instead of at home I It is 
perfectly true, that 

'' If solid happiness we prize, 
In our own breast the jewel lies.'' 

That you may always find it there, my 
dear Anne, is the sincere wish of 

Your true friend. 
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LETTER X. 

e 

, The Grqve, February, 1828. 

Mt deab Annb, 

Before you receive this letter, you will 
be thinking that I have been enjoying 
myself so much among my new friends, 
that I have quite forgotten my old ones. 
But I can assure you this is not the case. 
My memory is not quite so treacherous. 
You were in my thoughts at the conclu- 
sion of the old year, and you were also 
remembered on the first morning of the new 
one. I did not think, on that morning, that 
I should be so long in thanking you for 
your kind wish, that the Christmas enjoy- 
ments might afford us all the pleasure w€ 
expected. Your wish has been most happily 
realized. I think I can an8^« ^^^ «^^ ^^^ 
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family^ as well as for myself^ that we were 
even more gratified than we expected. Our 
pleasures were all of the right sort^ and 
therefore did not disappoint oiir expec- 
tations. No one must ever talk to me 
again about the dulness of winter ; I have 
not known what dulness is for many 
months: and I begin to think that it is 
the proper punishment of idleness^ and that 
the useful and industrious know nothing 
about it. 

80 you think Nancy Wood does improve 
a little ? How I rejoice to hear it ! Poor thing ! 
She does not yet feel any of the pleasures of 
industry^ or she would not always be talk- 
ing of having so much to do. If there is 
ever so much business before us^ still we 
only do one thing at a time ; and if we love 
employment better than idleness^ we have 
the satisfaction of knowing, that when we 
have finished what we are doing, there is 
something else ready for us to set about, 
which will, in its turn, be finished, and so 
on. I wish I could hear that she looked. 
more happy, and went «X>o\sX \iwt ^^«t«5^ 
H 3 
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employments in an active cheerful manner: 
we might then hope to see her 

** Blest with a temper, whose unclouded ray 
Can make to-morrow cheerful as to-day." 

You did, indeed, amuse me very much 
with the account of your visits to Mrs. 
Smith ; and I am well pleased that you took 
my advice. I am sure you will like keeping 
the infant-school, and the care of the library 
for the young people will very easily be 
managed with it. You will be enabled to 
do much good to the young in your own* 
rank in life, by talking to them about the 
books they read, and recommending to 
each what you think best suited to her. 
If possible, take care that they understand 
that they read for instruction, as well a9 
for amusement. It is a means of improve- 
ment which Ood has put into their power ; 
and they must be careful that the end is an- 
swered, or they will be no better than the 
unprofitable servant, who wrapped his talent 
Jn a /lapkin. 
' / have just received yout \eV.tjet> c^soXaos^ 
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ing the account of Nancy Wood's illness. She 
must be suffering great'pain; and I rejoice 
to think she has such a kind nurse^ as I am 
sure you will be. You cannot do her a 
greater service^ than by taking care that she 
has her medicines exactly at the times the 
doctor orders them to be taken^ and in the 
proper quantities. Her life depends upon 
it : and you must be firm^ and not mind 
being told that it is cruel to disturb her^ or 
to urge her to take what she does not like. 
At present she is unable either to think, or 
act for herself^ poor thing ; and if she lives^ 
she will bless you for the care you have 
taken of her. . Besides^ sending for the doc- 
tor to look at her, and to feel her pulse^ can 
do no good: he might as well stay away, if 
his orders are not attended to. 

While you are watching by Nancy's bed- 
side, you will have some quiet time to read 
your Bible: and, as you are now going 
through the New Testament the second time^ 
I would advise you to take a little book, 
and write out some of tlve \«:«cr?^ ^*t ^^«^ 
Messed Lord, yf\&^ atanVLe >jo\x ^a\ic»»% 
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best suited to promote contentment of muid> 

and a right conduct towards your family and 

friends ; such^ for instance^ as the following : 

Blessed are the peacemakers ; for they shall 

be called the children of God. Be kindly qf» 

fectioned one to another, in honour prefer'^ 

ring one to another. Recompense to no man 

evil for e^nl. If it be possible, as much as 

lieth in you, Uve peaceably with all men* 

Let love be without dissimulation. Be con^ 

tent with such things as you have. Behold 

how good and joyful a thing it is, for bre^^ 

thren to dwell together in unity. Do good, 

and be ready to communicate to those who 

are in need. Give me neither poverty nor 

riches, feed me with food convenient for me* 

Let me die the death of the righteous, and 

let my last end be like his. 

I will gladly tell you all I know about 
the apostles. I was^ like you^ very anxious 
to learn more of their history than we have 
in the New Testament ; and I have^ at dif- 
ferent times^ picked up some particulars 
respecting most of those who excited the 
greatest wterest in my mind. 
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I will begin with John ; whose character^ 
I thinks more nearly resembles that of 
our Saviour^ than that of any of the other 
apostles. 

Saint John^ the apostle, or evangelist, was 
the brother of James, and the son of Zebe- 
dee. He quitted the business of a fisher- 
man jto follow Jesus, and was his beloved 
disciple. He was witness to the actions and 
miracles of his Master, and was present at 
his transfiguration on Mount Tabor ; he was 
with him also in the Garden of Olives ; he 
was the only apostle who followed his Mas- 
ter to the cross ; and to him Jesus left the 
care of his mother. He was also the first 
apostle who knew his Lord again, after his 
resurrection. He preached the Grospel in 
Asia; but lived principally at Ephesus, 
where he maintained the mother of our Lord. 
He was banished to the island of Patmos, 
by the Roman emperor, Domitian : after his 
death, he returned to Ephesus, where he 
wrote his Gospel, about the year ninety-six ; 
and died there about the year one hundred^ 
aged ninety-four. 
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Saint Peter was bom at Bethsaida, in 
Galilee, and was named Simon ; but Christy 
when he called him to be an apostle, 
changed his name to Cephas, which is the 
same with Peter. As he was fishing on the 
lake of Grennesareth, with Andrew, his bro- 
ther, the Son of God ordered them to leave 
their nets, and follow him. Peter was also 
witness to our Lord's transfiguration on the 
mount. With what deep interest do we 
read of his zeal in defending his Master, 
when the soldiers came to seize him in the 
garden ! and what sorrow do we feel, when 
we read, that he was tempted to deny that 
Master whom he had so bravely defended, 
even at the risk of his life ! His better feel- 
ings, however, soon returned, and he shew- 
ed his repentance by his tears. Saint Peter 
was likewise a witness of Christ's resurrec- 
tion and ascension, and of the descent of the 
Holy Ghost. He afterwards preached the 
Gospel with great zeal, converted three 
thousand persons at his first sermon, and 
performed many surprising miracles, in 
proof of his divine mission. 1 Via^^ «lwaY« 
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been much struck with the account of the 
first miracle which Peter wrought, on the 
lame man, who was lying at the gate of the 
Temple, which is called Beautiful. When 
he asked alms, Peter looked at him, and 
said. Silver and gold have I none; but 
such as I have, give I unto thee: in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk. How simple, yet how grand ! 
I never read the passage, without deriving 
much enjoyment from the ideas which it 
creates. It is thought, by some, that this 
apostle preached the Gospel in Great Britain. 
He was crucified at Rome, and buried in the 
Vatican, which is now a magnificent palace. 
The Emperor Constantine rebuilt the Vati- 
can, in honour of Saint Peter, and it is 
justly considered one of the wonders of the 
world. 

Let me hear from you soon ; I shall feel 
uncertain, till you write, whether Nancy is 
still living. 

May God give you strength, my dear 
Anne, to perform the good work yoxi «s^ 
engaged in ; and that Yve tmcj ^^^ %x x.o'^^^'^ 
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the means employed for the recovery 
your friend^ is the sincere prayer of 
Your affectionate friend, 

Elizabeth Willd 
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The Grove, April, 1828. 

My dear Anne^ 

I HAVE just received your letter, and I 
heartily congratulate you, on your friend - 
being pronounced out of danger. Poor girl! 
how dreadfully weak and helpless she must 
be! and what a happy thing it is, both for you 
and hef, that she is so patient ! So she^ too, - 
was interested in hearing my last letter, and 
wished I would write again soon ! I am 
glad I have it in my power to contribute to 
her amusement or instruction in any way* 
I shall therefore send off my letter as soon- 
as possible, with my little history. 

Saint Matthew, if you remember, before 
he was called to be an apostle, was a pub- 
lican or toU-^gathercT to Xhe'^xaBsv^-, «xv ^'v- 
I 



98 LETTER XI. 

dee of bad repute among the Jews^ on ac- 
count of the covetousness and exaction of 
those who managed it. His office particu- 
larly consisted in gathering the customs of 
all merchandise which came by the sea of 
Galilee^ and the tribute which passengers 
paid who went by water. Matthew was 
sitting at the receipt of customs^ when our 
Saviour called him to be a disciple. It is 
probable, that, as he lived at Capernaum^ the 
place of Christ* s usual residence, he might 
have some knowledge of him before he was 
called. Matthew expressed much satisfaction 
at being called to so high an office : he invited 
Jesus to dine at his house, and had many of 
his friends to meet him, especially those 
of his own profession, hoping, probably, that 
they might be influenced by the company 
and conversation of Christ ; knowing that> 
those who are well need not a physician, 
hut those who are sick. Saint Matthew 
continued with the rest of the apostles till 
after our Lord's ascension. For the first 
ei^ht years afterwards, he preached in Judea. 
Then be began to propagale xKe Qo«^l 
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among the Gentiles. It is said, he suffered 
martyrdom in Ethiopia, during his apostoli- 
cal ministry there; but by what kind of 
death is quite uncertain. 

Saint James (called the Great, in distinc- 
tion to James the Less) was the son of Ze- 
bedee, and the brother of Saint John the 
evangelist ; he was bom at Bethsaida in Ga*- 
lilee. He was a witness with Saint Peter of 
the transfiguration on Mount Tabor, and ac- 
companied our Lord to the Garden of Olives. 
It is believed, that James first preached the 
Gospel to the dispersed Jews; and afterwards 
returned to Judea, and preached at Jerusa- 
lem, when the Jews raised up Herod Agrippa 
against him, who put him to a cruel death, 
about the year forty-four. Saint James was 
the first of the apostles who suffered martyr* 
dom. Saint Clement, of Alexandria, relates, 
that his accuser was so struck with his con<» 
stancy, that he became a convert, and suf- 
fered with him. 

Saint James, sometimes called the Less, 
was the brother of Jude, and the son of Cleo- 
pha8 and Mary the sidtex oi \)kv<& xcLOfCcksst ^^ 
our Lord. He is called in SctV^Xaw^ ^^ ^^^"^ 
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Jesus appeared to him in particular^ after his 
resurrection. He was the first bishop of 
Jerusalem. Ananias the second^ high priest 
of the Jews^ caused him to be condemned^ 
and delivered him into the hands of the peo- 
ple and the Pharisees^ who threw him down 
the steps of the Temple^ when his brains 
were dashed out. This was about the year 
sixty-two. His life was so holy^ that Josephus 
considers the destruction of Jerusalem was 
a punishment inflicted on that city for his 
death. He wrote the epistle which bears his 
name. 

Saint Andrew the apostle was bom at 
Bethsaida^ in Galilee^ and was brother to 
Simon Peter : he was a zealous preacher of 
the Gospel in several countries^ and sealed it 
with his blood at Patrse, a city of Achaia, 
suffering martyrdom^ with great heroism^ in 
the year sixty-nine. 

. Saint Bartholomew the apostle is es- 
teemed to be the same as Nathanael, one of 
the first disciples that came to Christ. It is 
thought this apostle travelled as far as India, 
to propagate the Gospel. 11 Va sX^o md.>\kBX 
9 famous pUlosopher and C\ix\«il\aTv, ^evirav^ 
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to imitate the apostolical zeal in propagating 
the Gospel^ and travelling for that purpose 
as far as India^ found there^ among those 
who still retained the knowledge of Christy 
the Gospel of Saint Matthew, written^ as the 
tradition asserts, by Saint Bartholomew, one 
of the twelve apostles, when he preached the 
Gospel in that country. From thence he re- 
turned to the northern and western parts of 
Asia, and preached the Gospel there. Lastly, 
at Albania, a city upon the Caspian Sea ; where 
his endeavours to reclaim the people from 
idolatry were crowned with martyrdom. He 
was crucified with his head downwards. 

Saint Thomas the apostle, sumamed Di- 
dymus. He was not with the disciples 
when Christ appeared to them after his re- 
surrection, and therefore would not believe 
that he was really risen from the dead ; but, 
eight days after, Christ making him feel the 
place where the wounds had been made in 
his side and in his hands, he was thoroughly 
convinced of that important truth. His in- 
fidelity, indeed, furnished such axv vev^cpoi^^^q^ 
hie proof of our Saviour* a Te«»\«Te^asv^^Csisx 

it made some of the Fathers b«v » *'^«^'^'^^^ 
I 3 
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mas*s incredulity was of greater service 
thai) the faith of the other apostles." Thus> 
you see^ good springs up^ where we least ex- 
pect it. Saint Thomas preached the Gospel 
to the Ethiopians, Parthians, Medes, &c. 
It is even said that he preached to the In- 
dians; and was run through with a lance, 
near the town of Meliapore, called the town 
of St. Thomas: but this is now generally 
believed to be a mistake^ and the conversicm 
of the people called the Christians of St. 
Thomas, is, with great certainty, attributed 
to another Thomas, who Uved some centu- 
ries after the apostle of that name. 
. These are the most interesting particulars 
I have been able to collect. The sad fate 
of Judas Iscariot we all know full well. 
The &te of the other five I am unac* 
quainted with at present. When I leam any 
thing more on this subject, you may depend 
upon my telling you. In the mean time I 
hope this little account may prove satis^Eic- 
tory to you and the invalid. If there is any 
.other subject on which you wish for infoN 
tnation, pray ask me, audi V\W ewds^tNova 
to get it for you in some vra^. 'KeNCt insk^ 
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any apology for asking me questions. I like 
to be set to work on any thing useful. I 
particularly enjoy it when the information 
you want is connected with sacred history ; 
for I can truly call them 

"Happy hours in which I hold 

Sweet commuaioQ with my God, 
When the Book of life unroU'd, 

Shews the upward, onward road, 
"Which conducts to heaven, where rest, 
Peace, and joy, await the blest." 

In the warmth of your friendship for me^ 
you overrate my abilities. If I know more 
than you, I have no merit, because I have 
had such kind friends, that I must have 
been very blameable, had I not made some 
improvement under such good care ; and I 
jshould very ill deserve the blessing with 
;i¥hich a good God has blessed me, if I were 
not ready to communicate. Farewell, my 
dear Anne. 

Believe me always your true friend, 

Elizabeth Williams. 
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The Grove, May, 1828. 

My dear Anne^ 

I VENTURED to read a part of your letter 
to my good Mrs. Harriet^ who was much 
affected with the account you gave of 
your first walk with Nancy^ after her long* 
and painful illness. How very happy you 
must both have felt ! . A fine day in spring 
makes one happy at any time ; but to you^ 
who had been confined to a small sick-room 
for such a length of time^ and to Xancy, 
who had just risen from a sick-bed^ 
the feeling must have been overpower- 
ingly grateful : and that walk in the 8un«> 
shine^ and the conversation you held toge- 
ther^ will long be remembered by both of 
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^ut^ my dear Anne^ I have got such won- 
derful things to tell, that I scarcely know 
where to begin. What will you say, when 
I tell you I expect to be at home in less than 
a month ? It is well you are not reading this 
before my father and mother, or you would 
have taken them by surprise with your 
exclamations of astonishment. I do, indeed, 
expect to return home shortly; and the cause 
of my doing so is so wonderful, that it 
makes me feel very serious, I assure you, 
whenever I think of it. You shall, however, 
hear all the plan, and then you will be able 
to tell it to my father and mother, in a way 
which will surprise them less than if they 
were to hear it from me. Before you tell 
them what the plan is, tell them I am to have 
a holiday ; say also that I have made no pro- 
mise, as I wished to consult them, and that 
I will not go if they disapprove of it. 

I dare say, you remember my mentioning 
in a former letter, that Miss Caroline's papa 
and mamma were in Indiat. There has been 
a letter from Mrs. Hume, who says she haa 
been y&rj poorly eversiivce ^<fc\eJlv^^^S«sj^^ 
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and she wishes her sister to send her a per- 
son who can be a companion and nurse to 
her. Mrs. Harriet wishes me to go, though 
she expresses her regret at parting with me ; 
yet her anxiety for her sister makes her 
urge me to accept of the situation^ as the 
perfect confidence she has in me makes her 
feel assured^ that whatever kindness and 
attention can do^ to restore her sister^ will be 
done by me. I confess to you> I was not 
disposed to undertake this long voyage, 
which will remove me to such a distance 

r 

from my family and friends : but when I 
think of the kind manner in which these 
ladies have treated me, and think of poor 
Mrs. Hume, sick and dispirited, with no per- 
son about her in whom she can confide^ it 
appears selfish to refuse to go to her, and 
render her all the comfort and assistance in 
my power. Miss Hume, too, urges me to 
go to her mamma. She says, ^^ Elizabeth, 
you must go to my mamma, and tell her all 
about our nice walks, and say that I am a 
much better girl than when she |uad papa 
went to India ; and that you Viave Yi^^^d. \» 
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make me good; and that I love you very 
much: and if you are as kind to mamma 
as you have been to me, I am 8ure she will 
love you as much as I do." 

I could not resist all this : therefore, if 
my father and mother do not decidedly 
object to my leaving them for so long a 
time, I shall certainly go. Mrs. Harriet 
says she shall write to Mr. Hume by me, 
and urge him to send her sister home imme- 
diately, if she does not bear the climate 
better ; so that I may possibly return tp 
England again in less than ^wo years. 

I shall write to my father and mother, 
as soon as I can fix the day for my return 
home. How happy shall I be to see you all 
again ! Yet I shall feel much on quitting this 
house, where I have found such a happy 
home. I shall always remember with gra- 
titude the many advantages I have received 
under this roof. God's blessing is, I am 
sure, upon all the household ; for never 
was there a more prosperous and happy 
family. 

With the cheermg 'pro«^%.^\. ^ %KsRfi^ 
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meeting all my dear friends^ I remi 
dear Anne^ 

Yours^ most affectionately^ 

Elizabeth Willia: 



THE END. 
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